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SUBJECT: LOCAL REACTIONS TO MEETING OF AMBASSADORS 

1. SINCE NEW YEAR'S DAY, LOCAL GREEK PRESS HAS PLAYED 

UP WASHINGTON MEETING OE AMBASSADORS AS HARBINGER OE 
NEW AMERICAN INITIATIVE ON CYPRUS PROBLEM. MAINLY BASED 
ON REUTERS REPORTS, DRIFT OF STORIES IS THAT USG WILL 
PUSH EEDERAL PLAN BASED ON CANTONS. (SOME PRESS TREATS 
WAYNE HAYES' VISIT TO ATHENS, ANKARA AS PART OP 
HEIGHTENED US ACTIVITY ON BEHALF OF CYPRUS.) 

2. GOC HAS AVOIDED DIRECT COMMENT, BUT GENERAL 
EDITORIAL POSTURE IS WATCHPUL WAITING, TINGED WITH 
HOPE. PREDICTABLY, LYSSARIDES’ TA NEA AND FAR-RIGHT 
ETHNIKI REMAIN HOSTILE; TA NEA BRANDED AMBASSADOR 
CRAWFORD AND OTHER PARTICIPANTS AS IRRETRIEVABLY PRO- 
TURKISH; ETHNIKI VIEWS ALL "KISSINGER INITIATIVES" 
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DISCUSS PROSPECT THAT SECRETARY MIGHT OPEN ROAD TO 
SETTLEMENT, WHILE CAUTIONING AGAINST FALSE HOPES RE USG 
POLICY. PHILELEFTHEROS, STILL CLOSEST PAPER TO MAKARIOS, 
WONDERS WHETHER USG CAN NOW PRODUCE ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION 
GIVEN ITS PAST PRO-TURKISH STANCE. 

3. PRIVATELY, GOC OFFICIALS DWELL ON EXPECTATION OF 
MAJOR USG ROLE IN SOLVING CYPRUS PROBLEM, RECONSTRUCTING 
ISLAND. MAN IN STREET GENERALLY TAKES ATTITUDE THAT 
"EVERYTHING NOW DEPENDS ON KISSINGER." EMBASSY HAS TRIED 
TO DAMPEN EXPECTATIONS OF MAJOR INITIATIVE FROM WASHINGTON 
MEETING. 

4. PREOCCUPIED WITH BAYRAM AND ECEVIT VISIT, TURK 
CYPRIOT COMMUNITY HAS PAID LITTLE ATTENTION TO WASHINGTON 
MEETING. 

5. COMMENT: PENDULUM OF GREEK EMOTION SWINGS RAPIDLY. 
CURRENT MALAISE AND LACK OF PROGRESS ON ALL FRONTS HAS 
DISPOSED GREEK COMMUNITY TO VIEW USG AS MAIN - IF NOT 
ONLY - CHANCE OF REGAINING MASSIVE LOSSES FROM LAST 
SUMMER. WE EXPECT OUTBURST OF EDITORIAL WRATH IF 
WASHINGTON MEETING FAILS TO PRODUCE RESULTS WHICH ACCORD 
WITH CURRENT JOURNALISTIC FANTASIES. END COMMENT. 
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